
JOHN ABBOTT 
COLLEGE 
COPYRIGHT 
POLICY 

John Abbott College promotes compliance with 
copyright law and adheres to the Copibec General 
License Agreement and the Canadian Copyright 
Act ( R.S. 1985, c. C-42)  

What is Copyright? 

Copyright law enables creators of works to control 
the use of their work. The law also provides 
reasonable access to works for the benefit of society 
as a whole.      

COPYRIGHT- PRINTED DOCUMENTS 

Under the General Licence agreement Copibec 
permits copying single or multiple copies up to 10% 
or 25 pages of a single printed work. Each copy 
must be identified by a bibliographic citation. 

Copyright permission for copies ranging between 
11% to 20% must be requested through  the 
bookstore. 

Photocopying over 20% a printed work requires 
individual clearance.  The Bookstore can advise you 
on securing copyright permission. 

COPYRIGHT- MUSIC 

The copying of print or sheet music is not 
covered under  the existing licence with 
Copibec.  You will need to contact the music 
publisher directly to secure permission.  

John Abbott College is a member of the Society 
of Composers, Authors, and Music publishers of 
Canada (SOCAN) who administers performing 
rights.  The Canadian Copyright Act and 
SOCAN permits the copying of musical (such as 
sheet music) for performance purposes only. 

SOCAN deals with only Performing rights, 
which are the rights to perform a work in public. 
Any other copying which is not intended for 
performance violates copyright.  

For more information see SOCAN and CMRRA 
websites listed below.  

COPYRIGHT – VIDEOS/DVDs/TV 

You are violating Copyright if:  

- You tape a T.V. program or radio 
broadcast to use in class without obtaining 
performance rights from the owner of the 
work 

- You make a copy of a video, DVD, 
CDROM, CD or any other  media to use 
in your classroom without public 
performance rights or obtaining 
permission from copyright owner. 

- You show a video, DVD, CDROM, CD 
or any other media rented from a video 
store or a personal copy without 
purchasing public performance rights. 

- You place a personal or borrowed copy of 
a video, DVD, CDROM, CD or any 
other  media on library reserve for your 
students to use without obtaining 
permission from the copyright owner. 

You are not violating Copyright if: 

- You show a video, DVD, CDROM, CD 
or any other media from the John Abbott 

Library collection which was purchased 
with public performance rights 

COPYRIGHT IN CYBERSPACE 

Information on the Internet is copyrighted and free 
access to materials does not put them in the public 
domain. 

You are violating copyright if: 

- You copy a file, article, image or any other 
document from the Internet onto your 
own site, Blackboard, lesson plans, 
manuals or any other format unless 
granted permission by the author. 

- Downloading and/or file sharing of 
video, audio and other works unless 
authorized by the copyright law or the 
owner of the work. 

You are not violating copyright if: 

- You place a link to the main home page 
of the Site that you want on your Web 
Site, Blackboard, lesson plans,  handouts, 
manuals, or Power Point presentations. 

For more information about Copyright see the 
Copyright Matters document in  For Teachers Only 
under the copyright link.  

Other useful sites : 

http://laws.justice.gc.ca/en/C-42/index.html 

http://www.copibec.qc.ca 
http://www.cmrra.ca 

http://www.socan.ca/ 
This information conforms to the laws governing 
copyright in Canada and can be found in the Canadian 
copyright Law. 
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