
GUIDANCE COUNSELLOR DAY 2016 

ADMISSIONS UPDATE 

 
Fall 2016 applications / admissions / enrollment review 
 
 Applications: 4790 fall 2016 vs 4748 fall 2015 
 Admitted slightly more than in 2015 (2552 fall 2016 vs 2540 fall 2015) 
 Variation in enrollment on 1st day of classes = -70 compared to fall 2015 
 Registered after the drop deadline = -30 (2462 fall 2016 vs 2492 fall 2015) 
 We offered 2 cohorts (2 groups of 30 students) of College Integration through our 

Continuing Education division. 
 
Winter 2017 applications / admissions 
 
 Number of applications received by November 1 are very similar to last year - 747 winter 

2017 vs 759 winter 2016 
 Number of offers of admission will be similar to last year 
 We will be offering 1 cohort (group of 30 students) of College Integration through our 

Continuing Education division. 
 

Update on new MEES program prerequisites 

 The only program at John Abbott that is impacted by the new MEES program 
prerequisites is the Biopharmaceutical Production Technology program (235.C0). 
Applicants can now have either math CST (504) OR math T&S (406). 

 

ANSWERS TO YOUR QUESTIONS / USEFUL INFORMATION 

One of the themes covered during our Guidance Counsellor Day on November 4 was 
transitioning from high school to Cegep. A good guide for your students is SRAM’s Jumpstart 
to College document. This document is a great resource and provides a general introduction to 
Cegep. The document can be found at:  

https://sram.qc.ca/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2015/10/JumpstartToCollege_2015.pdf   

 

The following are answers to the various questions that you recently sent us.  We have grouped 
them by “theme”. 

 

Transitioning to Cegep: 

• Transitioning from small school to big one population-wise / Transition aux études en 
anglais pour les étudiants francophone 

We have a First-Year Experience Centre (FYCE) that will assist new students with the transition 
to Cegep: http://www.johnabbott.qc.ca/services-to-students/student-success-centre/us/. This 

https://sram.qc.ca/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2015/10/JumpstartToCollege_2015.pdf
http://www.johnabbott.qc.ca/services-to-students/student-success-centre/us/


site also includes information about tutoring and study centres available at the college.  The 
FYCE also runs a phone-a-thon where current JAC students call all new 1st semester students 
to see if they have any questions, need direction to one of our services and to ask how things 
are going.  

The college’s Academic Success Centre, departmental tutoring and learning centres, FYCE, 
Writing Centre (for English) and Centre d’aide en français CAF (for French), Student Services, 
Academic Advising and Registrar’s Office are all great resources that are there to help students 
find their way. Students coming from smaller schools or communities farther away need some 
time to adjust to college life and being part of such a large institution. Many programs have “get 
to know you” gatherings at the very beginning of the semester to ensure that students have an 
opportunity to meet one another and to make friends. The school’s clubs, sports teams and 
extra-curricular activities also provide a way for students to become part of smaller groups with 
shared interest.   

Students transitioning from French to English use the services provided by the Writing Centre, 
Academic Success Centre and other college resources to help them get started off right. These 
students usually need a couple of weeks to get adapted to their new learning environment; in 
addition to being in a new school, they are learning in a different language which takes some 
getting used to. Students who avail themselves of the services provided by the college 
resources, who see their teachers, etc. tend to do well and adjust quickly. The key to success is 
not being afraid or too shy to ask for help! Students who require a mise-à-niveau course in 
English are invited to take this course prior to the start of the fall semester. 

• How do students know the particularities and philosophy of each department? I.e. no 
universal rule? 

Students receive a course outline for each course in which they are registered during their first 
class. This document is a contract between the teacher and the student. One of the components 
covers departmental policies for things such as absences, attendance, late submission of 
course work, etc. Students can also refer to the Institutional Policy on the Evaluation of Student 
Achievement (IPESA) for college rules, student and teacher responsibilities, etc. 

 

Resources & Services: 

• Services disponibles pour élèves dont l’anglais n’est pas la langue maternelle. 
• Help for prepping for academic success (crc support)/tutoring/access to profs/job search 

assistance/language support for international students. 
• How easy or accommodating is the Cegep when the student wants to change their 

programs? 

There are approximately 30 English Writing Tutors that are recruited every year by the English 
department. These students meet with other JAC students, including second language or 
international, on a regular basis to help them with their essay writing. English writing workshops 
are also available through our Academic Success Centre. 

Students who have completed the prerequisites needed for their intended program simply need 
to request a change of program through their student Omnivox account as of mid-September for 
the winter semester, or as of mid-January for the fall semester. It should be noted that all of our 



3-year career programs, as well as Visual Arts and Liberal Arts, are only offered to students in 
the fall semesters. 

 
Questions concerning Indigenous Students:   

• Services for Aboriginal students. 
• Do you have the same requirements for admissions of aboriginal students? They are 

from remote communities and don’t have pre-reqs a high general average and often not 
much more than 54 credits. 

• They mostly ask questions about being accepted they always have concerns about the 
English assessment tests. And we would like more information on the new bridge 
program.  

• Their students are concerned about the transition from a small community to city life and 
what services do you offer to the Native students? 

• Visibility on indigenous students on campus/around the college  
• Academic support specifically for indigenous students? 

John Abbott has an Aboriginal Resource Centre right on campus to help students with their 
transition into CEGEP and offer services to students who come from remote areas to integrate 
into a larger community. For more information, please visit the Aboriginal Resource Centre on 
the JAC website: http://www.johnabbott.qc.ca/services-to-students/aboriginal-resource-centre/, 

Admission requirements are the same for all students – they must have a high school diploma, 
or the equivalent to a high school diploma, as deemed by the Ministry. Math and science levels 
needed for specific programs will be evaluated by the admissions office, and wherever possible, 
students will be registered into any missing prerequisite. 

 

Admissibility to JAC & file evaluation: 

• How does admissions calculate averages?  

Grades from secondary 4 and 5 are considered. Course by course, a student’s grade is 
compared to the group average.  If they are above average, they earn points in the ranking 
system supplied by SRAM at the time of evaluation.  SRAM also gives bonus points to students 
who are currently registered in or passed the Science Option or the Technical and Scientific 
Option in mathematics, Secondary 5 Chemistry and/or Secondary 5 Physics. Grades from 
mathematics and science courses are calculated in the average the same as all the other 
grades. 
 
Some applicants finish secondary school with 54 credits in secondary 4 and 5, while others 
finish with 64 or more. To be fair to those who put in extra efforts, a bonus is given by SRAM to 
applicants who have between 64 and 88 secondary school credits, placing them higher on the 
ranking list.  
 
John Abbott supplies SRAM with particular weights for each program that a student applies to.  
For example, a student applying to Social science will have more weight given to their history 

http://www.johnabbott.qc.ca/services-to-students/aboriginal-resource-centre/


and geography classes, while a Science applicant will have more weight given to the math and 
science classes.  
 

• What are the admission requirements for permanent resident immigrants who have 
studies in other countries? 

Applicants must have reached a level of education considered equivalent to a Quebec 
Secondary School Diploma (SSD), meaning applicants must have completed high school from 
their country between 11 and 13 school years depending on the country’s education system. 

• Are students refused to Double DEC in round 1 automatically offered a spot in either 
Science or Social Science in round 2? 

No.  If a student is not admitted in Round 1 in the Double DEC program, they must apply in 
Round 2 if they want to be considered for admission into either Science or Social Science. 

• The “real deal” about French (65%?) and English (69%?) cutoffs. 

Each application we receive from SRAM is looked at individually and is evaluated on the 
student’s overall academic record from secondary 4 and 5.  While we don’t have a specific 
grade cut-off for English or French high school grades, it is important for students to aim for high 
grades in these subjects as they are generally good indicators of academic success at the 
college level.  The grades of 65% in French and 69% in English are guidelines. 

• Why is chemistry obligatory for nursing but not on the site of sram as a pre-req? 

Chemistry is not an official government prerequisite which is why it cannot be published as a 
prerequisite on the SRAM application.  It is however a requirement for John Abbott’s Nursing 
programs. There are a number of reasons 2 of them are: 1) we do not offer the chemistry as 
part of the Nursing program; 2) we receive a sufficient number of applications from applicants 
who have completed the chemistry requirement.  Anyone applying without chemistry is refused. 

• Please say a few words on January admissions for adult education students. 

Admission to JAC in January is more competitive as there are fewer seats available. Students 
coming from Adult Education centres are evaluated in the same way as other applicants, 
therefore, they must aim for high grades as well in order to be considered a competitive 
applicant. 

• How competitive is JA in comparison to other CEGEPs? 

Admission to all Cegeps has become increasingly competitive over the past few years. John 
Abbott, similar to the other Cegeps, has seen an incredible increase in the number of 
applications, making the competition for all programs much higher. 

• Have the minimum grades for admissions into Science changed for round 1? 

John Abbott has seen an increase in the quality of the Science applicants in the past couple of 
years, which therefore raised the cut-off in round 1 for the program. It is difficult to say if this 
trend will continue, therefore we encourage all Science applicants to aim for higher grades in 



their math and science classes, and not to settle with the minimum 70% that is usually required 
for the Science program. 

• Students that are exempt from French in high school what happens to them when they 
reach Cegep same rule applies? 

Students who are granted an exemption for French in high school may request a dispensation 
“DI” for their French courses in Cegep. If the student is registered with the Access Centre, they 
should inquire with the Access Centre staff about the possibility of getting dispensations in 
Cegep. Students who are not registered with the Access Centre should come directly to the 
Registrar’s Office. The student will be required to provide the letter that the school board 
received signed by the “sous-ministre” confirming the granting of the exemptions in high school. 

 

• What happens to students refused from (or too low for) JAC daytime? 

Students who are not admitted to the day time division should contact the Admissions Office to 
discuss other options that are available to them. Some of these may include our Pathways to 
Social Science program, our College Integration program, or taking evening courses in 
continuing education to improve their academic record and to demonstrate their capacity to 
succeed at the college level. 

• If a student was not accepted to JAC and went to a French Cegep instead, what are 
their chances of being accepted to JAC in the winter semester? Will they need to redo 
language courses? 

Admission in January is competitive and the chances of being admitted depend largely on the 
number of applications received and the number of spaces available. The Admissions Office 
would recommend that the applicant supply any progress reports from their teachers in order to 
support their application to the college. The French class that a student completes from a 
French Cegep will transfer over as an English class and vice versa for the English class that 
they may have completed. 

 

Taking Math at John Abbott: 

• Can a student be in ALC and take Calculus and then Linear? 

Calculus and Linear Algebra are not part of the list of courses permitted for ALC students.  
However, it is possible for students to take math (calculus I and II, Linear Algebra) as university 
prerequisites while in the ALC program. The student must meet with an Academic Advisor to 
discuss the best options for them to take these courses.    

• Do you offer ts/sn math 4 ,5 env sci, chem physics during summer? 

TS/SN4 (201-016-50), TS/SN5 (201-015-50), and Chemistry (202-001-50) are offered in the 
summer at John Abbott.  Information regarding registration into these classes is available in the 
New Student Information booklet that students receive with their acceptance packages. 



• If I want to go into a technology, can I take courses like CST 5 or SN5 while in CEGEP 
or even environmental science? 

Pathways to a Career program is an option for students who are missing prerequisites for their 
intended career program. In this program, students will have the opportunity to pick up any 
missing prerequisite classes as well as take an introductory class from within the career 
program that they are interested in. 

 

Police Technology: 

• Who is the ideal candidate for Police tech vs Pathways to Police Tech / Why are 
students admitted to pathways to police tech before they can do the regular program? 

 
Students admitted to the Police Tech program are required to have a minimum of a probationary 
driver’s license at the time they apply to the college. The majority of high school students do not 
meet this requirement. The year in Pathways to Police Tech gives students time to get their 
probationary license, and provides them with the opportunity to start taking some of the Police 
Tech and general education courses.   

• What is the number of applicants you accept and the average that you are looking for 
academically for admission to police technology? 
 

The number of candidates that are accepted each year varies. The total number of spaces in 
the first is dependent on the total number of students in the program (from year 1 to 3).  Like 
any of our competitive programs, the cut-off grade is determined by the number and quality of 
the applicants. 
 
Varia: 

 
• Is there any possibility of regaining the DEP-DEC programme in nursing and any 

possibility of other DEP-DEC programs at JAC? 
 
DEP-DEC in Nursing: John Abbott was given authorization by the Ministry of Education to offer 
this program for a 5-year period of time to meet a need. The 5 years are now over. We have not 
heard anything from the Ministry about prolonging this program or restarting it. We will let you 
know if ever there is a move in this direction. 

We have not heard of any other initiatives of this type being planned by the Ministry at this time. 
 

• It would be really nice to have representatives (can be former or current students) who 
can speak about the college at our information nights/days. It can be a hard sell to 
students when information is coming solely from guidance counsellors. 

We would be happy to try and recruit a former student of yours or a student ambassador who 
would be willing to come with us when we visit your school. Simply let us know when you extend 
the invitation that this is something you would like and we will do our best to find someone. 


