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QUESTION ANSWER 
Are the new Adult Ed codes (prereqs) to 
be used in future publicity? 

• JAC has never published the adult education 
codes due to the numerous code numbers that are 
associated with each class.   

 
  
Does John Abbott recognize French 
exemptions? If so, is the student required 
to take French when they attend JA or are 
French courses replaced with other 
courses? 
We have heard from some colleges that 
exemptions transfer, but others say that 
students still need to meet Ministry 
French requirements at the college level. 
Which is it? 

• Students who are granted an exemption for French 
in high school may request a dispensation “DI” 
for their French courses in Cegep.   

• Student will be required to provide the letter that 
the school board received signed by the “sous-
ministre” confirming the granting of the 
exemptions in high school. 

• Students are encouraged to take French for their 
personal development and integration into the 
work force later on. 

• Students are not required to replace the courses if 
the DI is granted. 

  
Would like more information on the 
requirements to be accepted to pathways. 
Is a decision based more on specific 
courses or on overall average? 

• Seats are limited in all Pathways programs. 
• Decisions are based on overall averages and 

priority is given to students needing the least 
amount of pre-requisites. 

  
How is the CRC score calculated for 
students who change programs once at 
Cegep?  For example if a student changes 
from a pre-university science program to 
a 3-year technology program? 

• All courses completed by the student, old program 
and new program are included in the student’s 
global CRC score calculation. 

• Student keeps CRC score for science program 
with courses completed. 

• Student receives new CRC score for technology 
program.  Included in the calculation are courses 
that transfer from one program to another such as 
general education courses. 

  
What do you recommend a student do if 
refused from either Health or Pure & 
Applied Science but due to lack of space 
rather than a low pre-req or overall 
average? E.g., they have an 82% average 
but the program filled with candidates 
who had better averages. Should they 
redo any combo of Sec 5 SN 
math/chem/physics in Continuing 
Education despite possibly getting a 
worse grade and essentially wasting their 
time? 

• It is not recommended that a student redo their 
science or math pre-requisites. 

• Students should register into their second choice 
program for the fall semester and request a change 
of program into Science for the winter semester. 

• Student may receive a conditional acceptance 
based on their overall performance in the fall 
semester. 
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Procedure and best ways to get Sec 4 and 
Sec 5 pre-requisites for Sciences. 

• Due to the limited number of seats in Pathways, it 
is nearly impossible to admit students who are 
missing their Sec 4 pre-requisites. 

• It is always recommended to try and complete the 
Sec 4 level classes over the summer.   

• JAC offers the Sec 4 level math in the summer. 
• Student would then register for the Social Science 

program for the fall semester to complete Sec 5 
math (only), then a possible switch to Transitions 
in the winter semester to complete the missing Sec 
5 chemistry and physics. 

• Student would be taking general education 
courses as well that would be credited to the 
science program later on. 

• Another possibility would be to complete all pre-
requisites beforehand through Adult Education 
and apply directly to Science. 

 
  
What % of pre university program 
graduates DEC receive diploma in two 
years? 

• Refer to table in GC package.  Extracted from 
JAC annual report 2015-2016.   

http://departments.johnabbott.qc.ca/publications/AnnualReports/ 
 

  
Do you need to take the physical test 
before applying to Pathways to PHEC? 
(like Police Tech?) 

• YES, all applicants must pass the physical test to 
be considered for PHEC and Pathways. 

  
Reminder on which SRAM Springboard 
code to use for Pathways to a Career 
program. 

• SRAM Program – 081.A6 
• Important – student must indicate which JAC 

career program they are aiming for from the drop 
down menu on the application form.   

  
For the business program, if looking at a 
student who has SN sec 4 math compared 
to a student that has CST sec 5 math- is 
one valued over the other?  

• SN 4 math is the higher of the two, so would be 
valued more depending on the grade. 

• Overall averages are equally important.  

  
Will a French exit exam be required at 
English CEGEPs in the future? Is there 
any move in that direction? 

• In 2010-2011 the Ministry indicated that a second 
language exit examination (French in anglo 
colleges and English in French colleges) would be 
required of all Cegep graduates. 

• Experimentation occurred in winter 2011 and was 
subsequently cancelled in winter 2012. 

• Nothing has come to light since then. 
  

http://departments.johnabbott.qc.ca/publications/AnnualReports/
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What are the best strategies for 
Admission, other than having good 
marks? 

• Due to the increasing competition, grades are still 
the primary factor for admissions, however: 

• Students can include a letter of intent (explaining 
low grades), letter of reference (from a teacher or 
employer), progress reports (from a teacher 
showing improvement since last grade submitted). 

  
What are the options for students who 
have Grade 10 or Grade 11 CST Math 
and need advanced Math? 

• Apply to Social Science to reserve a spot for fall 
semester. 

• Option 1 – register for Sec 4 math in the summer 
through JAC or adult education.  Register for Sec 
5 math in fall semester while in Social Science. 

• Option 2 – in Social Science, register for Sec 4 
math in fall semester, then Sec 5 math in winter 
semester.  Change of program request into 
targeted program the following fall semester. 

• In all cases, neither math course will count 
towards cegep diploma requirements. 

 
  
What grades in languages are required: 
French (65%?) and English (69%?) 
cutoffs. 

• Each application is looked at individually and is 
evaluated on the student’s overall academic record 
from secondary 4 and 5.   

• While we don’t have a specific grade cut-off for 
English or French high school grades, it is 
important for students to aim for high grades in 
these subjects as they are generally good 
indicators of academic success at the college 
level.   

• The grades of 65% in French and 69% in English 
are guidelines. 

  
Why is chemistry obligatory for nursing 
but not on the site of sram as a pre-req? 

• Chemistry is not an official government 
prerequisite which is why it cannot be published 
as a prerequisite on the SRAM application. 

• JAC receives a sufficient number of applicants 
who have completed (or are in the process of 
completing) the chemistry.  Priority is given to 
these applicants. 

 
  
How to apply successfully when a student 
has failed a grade 10 ministerial exam.  

• If a student is repeating a course they failed in Sec 
4 and they are registered in the course, the 
admissions office will see the grade on the SRAM 
profile. 

• Students who are retaking an exam only (they are 
not registered in the course) must advise the 
admissions office in writing.   
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If a student is refused in all 3 rounds, is it 
better to go to Adult Education or 
Continuing Education? 

• If a student has completed their DES, the 
admissions office strongly recommends that they 
register for continuing education classes so that 
they have an opportunity to begin their college 
studies and demonstrate their ability to study at 
that the CEGEP level. 

• In some cases the student may receive an 
invitation to register for the College and 
Integration evening program. 

 
Can a student switch into Science after 
one (or two) semesters in the Double 
DEC program if they wish to do so? 

• Yes, it is possible. The student would be credited 
for any science related class that they completed 
in the Double DEC program as well as General 
Education classes. 

• Students are always encouraged to sit down with 
an academic advisor prior to submitting their 
change of program request to ensure an easy 
transition from one program to another. 

 


